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An
Important
Message
from 
Mayor 
Jason Rick

HIGHWAY 9 PROJECT
    In 2017, the Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation (MnDOT)
notified the City of Barnesville that 
the replacement of Highway 9 from 
Main Avenue to Highway 34 would 
take place in 2023.  
      The project also includes the 
reconstruction of that section of 
Highway 9 (Main Avenue) from 
Front Street to the railroad tracks 
and a thick mill and overlay on 
Highway 9 from Highway 34 to I-94.
       While the MnDOT project is 
limited to the roadway, the water 
and sewer mains in this area are 
estimated to be 60 years old. 
Replacing the water and sewer 
mains when the road is torn up 
will save Barnesville residents a 
significant amount of money.  
      Another part of the project 
includes the construction of a 10 
foot concrete shared-use path on 
the east side of the roadway.  A 
grant was awarded to cover the 
cost of the trail, which will increase 
walking and biking safety.

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
     With every state highway project, 
MnDOT brings its roadways up to 
current state and federal highway 
standards, as well as accessibility 
compliance requirements. 
     MnDOT also incorporates other
  

elements that are brought up 
during the project development 
process, which includes any 
pedestrian, bicycle and shared-use 
facilities, and future development. 
     In Barnesville’s case, with the 
needs of the agricultural commu-
nity, the City of Barnesville and 
MnDOT District 4 staff pushed to 
maintain the 12-foot driving lanes 
to help accommodate that need. 
     When the project is completed, 
the driving lanes will remain at 
the current width of 12 feet each. 
The parking lanes/shoulder widths 
will vary throughout the corridor. 
Some parking will be eliminated to 
accommodate the updated 
sidewalks and shared-use trail. 
     
THE PROJECT COSTS
     The majority of the costs to 
reconstruct the roadway surface are 
covered by the State of Minnesota, 
although there are some costs that 
are “city costs”.       	     
     Highway 9 is considered to be a 
major arterial roadway, meaning 
that many residents use this road 
on a regular basis. Under the city’s 
assessment policy, when these 
types of roads are reconstructed, 
an areawide assessment district is 
determined, with some costs being 
assessed against area properties.     
In 2011, when Front Street south 
of Main Avenue was redone, there 
was also an areawide assessment.     
     The cost to replace the water 
and sewer mains and services 
are all city costs, part of which is 
assessed to properties benefitting 
from the new water and sewer.

     The long anticipated MnDOT 
Highway 9 Reconstruction Project 
will soon be starting.  Construction 
is scheduled to start on June 1.  
Please take a few minutes to look 
over this flyer.
    This flyer will provide you with 
background information on the 
project, as well as details about 
how the construction will impact 
you as you get around town and 
patronize our local businesses.
     While it may be more difficult 
to get to your favorite businesses, 
making that extra effort to “Shop 
Local” will be critically important 
during this project.  
     Thank you for your patience 
during the construction.  Projects 
like this are never easy, but the 
enhancements to our Front Street 
will serve our community for many 
years to come.
    If you have questions, please feel 
free to call me at 701.238.5757.

SIGN-UP TO RECEIVE 
E-MAIL UPDATES ON 
PROJECT! 

www.mndot.gov/d4/projects/
barnesville

MN HIGHWAY 9 RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What roads will be closed during the construction project?
Once the project starts, Highway 9 (Front Street) will be closed to traffic 
from City Hall to the gas stations.  During that time, when Front Street is 
closed, Main Avenue will be open. When work is being done on Main 
Avenue, Front Street will be open. It is expected that 2nd Avenue North, 
from the funeral home across to the recycling center, will remain open 
during the first phase, except when final water and sewer connections 
are being made.  Highway 34 should remain open throughout the project, 
although there may be temporary restrictions at the Highway 9/34 inter-
section when crews are working on utilities in that area.  

Will businesses on Front Street North be open during construction?
Yes!  All businesses on the north end of Front Street will be open.  
Residents may need to use different roads to access those businesses.  The 
map on page 4 provides some guidance. When in doubt, it would be good 
to call those businesses.

Will the Food Pantry be open during construction?
Yes!  Residents will need to approach the Food Pantry building from the 
east, then use the alley between 2nd Avenue North and Main Avenue.  
The parking area to the south of the building will remain open.

Will the library and book drop be open during construction?  
The Barnesville Library will remain open during the project, but residents 
will NOT be able to use the front door. The rear door off the alley will 
provide safe access to the building. The ‘drive-thru” book drop will not be 
accessible, as it exits onto Front Street which will be under construction.  
The book drop will remain useable, but residents will need to park in the 
parking lot and walk across to the book drop.

Will I be able to use the sidewalk on the west side of Front Street?
No. Once the project starts the sidewalk on the west side of the street will 
be demolished. The west sidewalk will be replaced at the end of project.

When will the contractors be working?
The Contractor plans to perform work on the project between the hours 
of 7:00 am to 7:30 pm Monday-Friday and 7:00 am to 3:00 pm on 
Saturdays. Should there be changes to these hours the city would provide 
that information to the public.

Will the project impact the Clay County Fair?
The most significant impact to the Clay County Fair will be how the car-
nival and other trucks will access the fairgrounds. These trucks will have 
access via 13th Street and 2nd Avenue SE.  

Will the project be completed by Potato Days?
Both MnDOT and the general contractor Sellin Bros. understand the 
importance of Potato Days. Barring weather delays, it is hoped that there 
will be a driveable road surface on Front Street from the gas stations to 
City Hall, even if it is just gravel. Updates to be provided during the project.

CONSTRUCTION PHASES
    The construction will not be done 
block by block, but there will be 
three distinct phases to the project.  
The contractor will complete each 
phase as a whole prior to moving 
onto the next phase.  

HOW WILL IT WORK?

MnDOT will do the Highway 9 
project in 3 PHASES:

PHASE 1
Highway 9 (Front Street) from  	
Main Avenue to Highway 34
Road, water & sewer, sidewalk
and trail
This phase is expected to take 
approximately 3 months

PHASE 2  
Highway 9 (Main Avenue) from 
Front Street to 4th Street West
Road, water & sewer and sidewalk
This phase is expected to take up 
to 6 weeks

PHASE 3
Highway 9 from Highway 34 to 
Interstate 94 interchange; to 0.26 
miles north of Clay County Road 55
Thick mill and overlay
At least one lane will always be 
open to traffic, utilizing flaggers 
and/or a pilot car.  This phase is 
expected to take one week.  



MORE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Will the Recycling Center be open during construction?
Yes! The Recycling Center will remain open during their regular hours.  
Residents will be able to access the area using 2nd Avenue North from 
the east or via the alley off Main Avenue, across from the Old City Jail 
building. The only exception would be when final utility connections are 
being made in the Front Street – 2nd Avenue North intersection.
 
How will the Ambulance and Fire Department be affected?
Both Barnesville Ambulance and the Fire Department will remain 
operational from their current locations throughout the construction 
project. Organizations have communicated detour routes to their 
volunteers to ensure that emergency response is provided as quickly as 
possible. The ambulance will always have access to either Front Street or 
Main Avenue from their garage.
 
Will utility service be interrupted during the project? 
The City of Barnesville, nor the contractors anticipate that there will be 
any widespread utility outages as a result of the construction project, 
however, there is always a chance that a contractor could accidentally 
cut an electrical or fiber line. There are properties whose water and 
sewer service lines are being replaced as part of the project. These 
customers may experience some outages when being switched over, but 
they will be notified in advance by the contractor. Should there be any 
unexpected utility outages as a result of the project, the city will provide 
information to the public using the City of Barnesville Facebook page 
and their website which is www.barnesvillemn.com. 

Will a 4-way stop be installed at the City Hall corner?
When MnDOT started putting together plans for the project, there was 
discussion about adding a new 4-way stop at the City Hall corner. The 
exact timing of when this will occur is unknown. It could occur during 
this project or sometime after.

Can I get from I-94 to the gas stations during the project?
Throughout the construction project, if you are traveling westbound on 
Interstate 94 and take the Highway 9 exit there will be “Road Closed” 
barricade across Highway 9 at the end of the exit ramp with “Business 
Access” signage. 

Will I be able to drive around the road closed barricades?
It is never advised to drive around barricades. Driveway and business 
access will be maintained at all times during construction. If you’re try-
ing to get to a business that falls within the work zone, you may have to 
use other local routes to get around and be aware that entrances could 
change temporarily. All other traffic must follow the detour or find an 
alternate route. Residents will be able to drive around those barricades 
to travel along Highway 9 to access Dollar General and Firehall Liquors. 
In no case should residents drive around “Road Closed” barricades where 
the road surface has been removed.

ACCESS TO CITY HALL 
Will City Hall be open to the 
public during construction?
     Yes!  Residents will be able to 
access City Hall during construction, 
however the front door to City Hall 
on Front Street will be closed once 
the project starts. 
     Residents will be able to park in 
the parking lot located north of the 
library and enter City Hall using the 
rear door off the alley.   

Will I still be able to use the 
utility bill drop box?
     Because all of the sidewalks will 
be removed in this area, the city will  
be relocating the utility bill drop box 
during the construction project.  
     The utility bill drop box will be 
relocated to the west side of the 
alley behind City Hall.  Residents 
will be able to drive up to the box 
and easily access the box from the 
driver’s side of the vehicle when 
coming from the south in the alley.

With all the construction, are 
there other options to pay my 
utility bill?
The City of Barnesville offers  
AutoPay options. There is more 
information on the back page of 
your bill or call City Hall.  
 

ANY QUESTIONS?
Call City Administrator

Jeremy Cossette
218. 354.2292
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SCHO
LARSHIPS CHAN

GE STU
DEN

TS LIVES! 
 

In M
ay of this year, Barnesville Education Scholarships for Tom

orrow
 

(BEST) aw
arded $32,000 in scholarships to 29 BHS seniors.             

        Providing scholarships to BHS students is one of the m
ain focus areas of 

the Barnesville Area Com
m

unity Fund.  It is one that is becom
ing increasingly 

m
ore im

portant w
ith the skyrocketing cost of secondary education, resulting 

in huge debt w
hen students graduate from

 college.   
         W

e are very grateful to all of the donors w
ho have given generously to 

BEST and particularly individuals w
ho have established nam

ed scholarships 
such as Perry and M

ary Trow
bridge, w

ho passed aw
ay this year.

        The BACF Advisory Board feels that w
e need to do m

ore to help the 
students and have decided to donate all the funds raised during Giving Hearts 
Day 2021 tow

ards the BEST scholarship account.  W
atch for m

ore info com
ing 

in January.  Chairperson Dionne M
erkens, is very excited,    

      “Please join us in changing the lives of BHS students!” 

IRA TAX TIP
 

If you have either a IRA or a SEP IRA you probably 
know

 that w
hen you reach age 72 you are required to take 

a m
inim

um
 distribution from

 your account.
      For that tax year you m

ust report the distribution that 
you took as taxable incom

e w
hen you file your tax return.                  

 
O

ne w
ay to avoid paying those taxes is to gift

 the 
am

ount of the required distribution to a 501(c)3 such as 
the Barnesville Area Com

m
unity Fund.

      Interested in learning m
ore and determ

ining if this is a 
good option for you?  G

ive us a call at (218) 354-2145

M
EN

TAL HEALTH AW
AREN

ESS GRAN
T 

 
M

ental health aw
areness is becom

ing increasingly m
ore im

portant 
in school districts across the U

nited States.  In the Barnesville School 
District, there are program

s in both the elem
entary and high school that 

have focused on educating students about m
ental health.

       During this past year, the CO
VID-19 pandem

ic has raised m
ental health 

concerns for adults and students alike.  In O
ctober, the Barnesville Area 

Com
m

unity Fund  provided a grant of $500 tow
ards a new

 Barnesville 
School District M

ental Health Initiative.  For the last several m
onths, 

teachers and school district staff have been w
earing special shirts to 

reinforce the m
essage they they are here to listen and support any 

student w
ho is struggling w

ith m
ental health concerns.        

        The graphic on the shirt is IM
IU

BU
, w

hich m
eans, “I am

 w
ho I am

 and 
you be w

ho you are - don’t change because you’re expected to or told 
to - be yourself!”.  
       Holly Inniger, BHS educator, w

as thrilled w
ith the support, 

      “This has been a tough year for the kids! The shirts are a   
        visual rem

inder to the students to let them
 know

 they are  
        not alone in this struggle and w

e are there for them
!”

2021 GIVING HEARTS DAY: 
Scholarships for BHS Seniors!
Fast Fact:  Did you know that the in 2020 the estimated annual cost for a 
student to attend NDSU in 2020 was $10,000! 

 In 2021, the Barnesville Area Community Fund will once again be participating 
in Giving Hearts Day.  This time funds will be raised to increase both the 
number and amount of scholarships received by BHS seniors who plan to 
attend post secondary education. Watch for more details coming in January!

Fall

2020
Touching People’s Lives.
 M

aking a Difference.

SAVE THE DATE!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS from your Community Fund!!

BARN
ESVILLE AM

BU
LAN

CE GRAN
T!  

 
In July, the Barnesville Area Com

m
unity Fund aw

arded a $2,000 grant to 
Barnesville Am

bulance for the purchase of a LUCAS 3 CPR device.  
      The device produces the chest com

pression part of CPR, freeing first 
responders from

 an often energy-intensive task. W
hile they had one unit, 

their second am
bulance w

as w
ithout this life-saving piece of equipm

ent, so 
one m

ore w
as desperately needed! 

     W
e w

ere pleased to team
 up w

ith other area organizations, including the 
Barnesville Lions, to m

ake it possible for the unit to be purchased. 
     Am

bulance Director Scott
 N

elson is grateful for the generous gift,
       “O

ur previous LU
CA

S device is credited for saving the lives  
       of several individuals in the Barnesviille area.  This second  
 

unit is som
ething that w

e w
ill use for m

any years to com
e  

       and w
ithout question w

ill save lives.”  

YEAR EN
D G

IVIN
G

 
As the holidays approach, a lot of people are putti

ng 
together their year-end charitable gift

 lists.  It’s easy to 
m

ake a online gift
 to the Barnesville Area Com

m
unity Fund 

- just go to barnesvilleareacom
m

unityfund.com
 and click 

on D
O

N
ATE!  All gift

s to the Barnesville Area Com
m

unity 
Fund are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law

.
            In the year ahead w

e w
ill be continuing to invest your 

gift
s in activities that m

ake an im
pact - scholarships to BH

S 
seniors, grants to local non-profits and the school district, 
and assistance to fam

ilies in need.

2019 HALL O
F HO

N
O

R 
 

O
n O

ctober 4, the Barnesville School Foundation, w
hich is part of 

the Barnesville Area Com
m

unity Fund, held the 2019 Barnesville Public 
Schools Hall of Honor Reception.  
      This annual event recognizes Barnesville High alum

ni in the areas of 
Adm

inistration/Teachers, the Arts, Athletics, Academ
ics and Com

m
unity.

      2019 inductees into the Hall of Honor w
ere Jaynie (Herbranson) 

Halvorson, Dennis Kragnes, Holly (Zollar) Inniger, Roland Holm
, Hugh 

Trow
bridge and the 2006-2007 G

irls Basketball Team
.  

       The event recognizes the im
pact our alum

ni have on not only the 
Barnesville area, but across the region and nation.  Hall of Honor plaques 
are on display at the high school and serve as an inspiration to current 
and future students.  N

om
inations are accepted throughout the year by 

com
pleting the Hall of Honor N

om
ination form

 found at barnesvillearea-
com

m
unityfund.com

. 
       School Foundation Chair Ryan Tonsfeldt feels it is a great event,  
      “It’s exciting to see how

 the att
endance at the event has     

       grow
n over the years...these are people w

ho have really     
      m

ade a difference; it’s an honor to recognize their eff
orts!”

2020 GIVING HEARTS DAY: 
13th Street Walking/Biking Trail!
On February 14, 2019, for the first time ever, the Barnesville Area Community 
Fund participated in Giving Hearts Day.  Barnesville area residents generously 
donated $35,929 for equipment and supplies to Atkinson Elementary and 
Barnesville High School. 

In 2020, the Barnesville Area Community Fund will once again be participating 
in Giving Hearts Day.  This time funds will be raised to construct a new 
walking/biking trail along the west side of 13th Street.  Community surveys 
consistently identified the need for more trails in Barnesville.  Watch for more 
details coming in January!

Fall

2019
Touching People’s Lives.
 M

aking a Difference.

SAVE THE DATE!

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
Highway 9 Reconstruction Project!

**  ECRWSS  **

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS,
NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China
(Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community
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an "AS-IS" basis, without 
warranty of any type, 
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but not limited to any warranty 
as to their performance, 
merchantability, or fitness for 
any particular purpose.
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During Phase 1 of the 
construction project, 
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businesses by using 

yellow routes
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