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Barnesville is very fortunate to have many beautiful
parks offering residents and visitors alike a wide
range of recreational options ranging from fishing to
disc golf, ice skating to swimming, softball to
skateboarding and much, much more!

Each year 3% of the Parks and Recreation budget or about
$15,000 is set aside for the purchase of new park equipment. The
majority of the parks budget is allocated to maintenance.

Can I reserve the picnic shelters for family events?

In the past the City has maintained a very informal way of
recording your interest in using a picnic shelter, but not actually
guaranteeing your reservation.  With the high demand for park
shelters, particularly on the weekends, the Park Board has been
discussing an actual reservation system where for a small fee,
plus a refundable deposit people could truly reserve a shelter.
Park Board members would welcome feedback on this concept.

Is alcohol allowed in Barnesville’s parks?

Alcohol is only allowed in Barnesville parks by permit.  If you are
planning a birthday party or family reunion and would like to serve
alcohol, please contact the Barnesville Police Department a
minimum of 7 days in advance of the event for a special event
permit.  There is no charge to apply for the permit.

Does the City accept reservations at the Wagner

Park Campground?

With the exception of Potato Days weekend and the Rollag Steam
Thresher’s weekend, the campground is first come, first serve.

Blue Eagle Lake really needs to be cleaned. � Are

there plans in place to address the water quality,

weeds, branches, etc.?

The City is working on developing a Lake Management Plan in
cooperation with the DNR.  On an annual basis, the DNR issues
us a permit that allows us to mechanically and chemically treat
35% of the area of the lake to control weeds.  New rakes have
been purchased this year specifically made for weed removal in
the lake and they have proven very effective. The City’s use of
aerators insures that the fish have ample oxygen and a separate
well pumps groundwater into the lake to maintain lake levels and
increase water quality. We are partnering with the Riverwatch
program at the high school for regular testing of water quality
indicators such as phosphorus and oxygen levels.

Are there plans to resurface the tennis courts in Blue

Eagle Park?

The estimated cost to have a company resurface the tennis court
is $75,000.  The Barnesville Lions and the City’s Public Works
department are discussing ways that the two organizations might
work together and by using volunteer labor significantly reduce
the cost of the project.  Talks are continuing in the hopes that the
project could possibly be completed in 2013.

Could restrooms be added to all the parks?

Restrooms are located in the most actively used parks - Blue
Eagle and McGrath.  The cost of constructing and maintaining
restrooms makes it prohibitive to add restrooms to all the smaller,
less utilized neighborhood parks.
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Is there a plan to create walking and biking trails

throughout the community?

The City recognizes how much people enjoy walking and biking
trails.  Recently the City partnered with the School District to
submit an application for a Safe Routes to School Grant.  The
grant was awarded and a plan will be developed starting this fall
with the hope of receiving additional grant dollars to either make
sidewalk improvements or construct walking paths.  In addition,
the City has been exploring other grant programs which would
help fund walking and biking trails throughout the community.

Could park benches be added at the Dog Park? �It

seems like other parks could also use more benches?

Thanks for the suggestion - one park bench has been added to
the Dog Park.  Plans are to include a few new benches into the
budget each year moving forward.

We need more shade in all the parks! �Would there be

a way to move large share trees into the parks?

The park budget allocates some money each year for the addition
of trees in the parks.  Generally the approach has been to
purchase a larger number of small trees and wait for them to
mature, rather than spending a higher dollar amount on fewer, but
larger trees.  With only $2,000 allocated per year for trees, it is not
possible to spend $500-$700 to move in one larger tree.  The City
would be receptive if a neighborhood wished to sponsor a large
tree and the cover the cost of having a tree moved into a park.

Why are there so many dandelions in all of the

neighborhood parks?

In the past the policy has been to spray every park for dandelions
every spring. Weather always plays a factor whether this can be
accomplished in a timely manner.  Based on a recommendation
from a turf management specialist, fall sprays are generally more
effective, so beginning this fall this change will be made.

It would be nice if the newer neighborhood parks had

more playground equipment. �

Parks are required to purchase equipment that is constructed to
higher safety standards than home use.  Commercial playground
equipment is extremely expensive. The new equipment that was
placed in the Del Acres Park earlier this year was over $20,000.
The majority of the cost was covered by a cash gift from the
Peterson family with $6,000 coming out of the park budget. The
City adds equipment to all the parks as their budget allows.

Are upgrades being planned to the volleyball courts?

The City installed a new volleyball court in Peterson Park in 2011.
All nets are replaced as soon as they become worn.

Why aren’t the softball fields in Blue Eagle Park

better maintained?

The fields are dragged and agralime is applied to the fields
throughout the year.  In addition, the outfields are sprayed for
weeds.  A new fence was installed on the north end and plans are
to replace the south diamond bases in the near future.

Who can I contact with questions about the parks?

The Barnesville Park Board meets on a monthly basis to discuss
ways to improve the parks.  Contact any board member:
  Carol Dodge   354-7537       Brian Meyer 354-7716
  Ross Amundson   354-7544       Patty McGowan 354-7490
  Heather Weber   354-2340       Miranda Huesman 354-2811
  Del Ellefson   354-7776       Betty Strom 354-7076
  JR Davis   354-7520
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NEW DOG PARK

3rd St & 7th Ave SE

•  Ice Skating Rink                     
•  Warming House
•  Ice Hockey Rink                     
•  Supervised Skating Hours
 

TAKE TIME TO ENJOY ALL OF BARNESVILLE’S BEAUTIFUL PARKS!

Willow Creek Golf Course   

Hwy #34 East                         
•  9-Hole Grass Greens
•  Open To Public                       
•  Cart Rental
 
Wagner Park Campground

Hwy #34 E

•  RV/Camper/Tent Sites        
•  RV Dump site
•  Volleyball & Tetherball
•  Water & Electric Hookups        
•  Playground Area
•  Restrooms and Showers          
•  Handicap Swing

Other Neighborhood Parks

Thompson Park�         

3rd St & 4th Ave NE

•  Benches                                
•  Playground Area      

Friendship Park����        

Main Ave & Front St

•  Bench   

George Dahm Park �    
5th Ave NE & Hwy #34

•  2 Softball Diamonds             
•  Spectator Bleacher Seating

Blue Eagle Park��        
4th St & 5th Ave NE
•  Swimming Beach w/lifeguards
•  Picnic Shelters, BBQ, restrooms
•  Fishing Pier - Row Boat Rental
•  Sand Volleyball Court
•  Paved Bike Path - sledding hill  
•  Playground  - handicap swing

McGrath Park�            
Main Ave W & 4th St NW
•  Picnic Shelter, BBQ, restrooms 
•  Softball Backstop
•  Volleyball
•  Disc Golf Course                    
•  Playground - handicap swing
•  Horseshoe Pits                       

Del Acres Park��          
11th St & 5th Ave SE

•  NEW Playground Area
•  Covered Gazebo                 
•  Handicap Swing
•  Basketball Court 
•  Barbeque Grill                    

Peterson Park�����        

6th St & 8th Ave SE

•  Covered Gazebo                     
•  Playground Area
•  Sand Volleyball Court              
•  Handicap Swing

Holland Skate Park �     

9th St & 9th Ave SE

•  Skateboarding Area             
•  Covered Gazebo  
•  Ramps and Jumps                  
•  Playground Area

Stoneridge Park�         
11th St and 21st Ave NE

•  Climbing Wall                         
•  Playground Area
•  Basket Game                         
•  Handicap Swing


