
GET TO KNOW YOUR CITYGET TO KNOW YOUR CITYGET TO KNOW YOUR CITYGET TO KNOW YOUR CITYGET TO KNOW YOUR CITY
A Special Publication for City of Barnesville Residents  •  Issue 5  • December 2012

UNDERSTANDING CITY CODE, ORDINANCES & STATE STATUTES
The phrase “No man is an island” could aptly be used to

refer to cities.  While cities have a broad range of rules that

they set themselves, cities are also required to follow a

wide array of Federal, State and County laws.  This special

publication is designed to help residents understand the

hierarchy of regulations that affect all of us in Barnesville.

The “bible” as it relates to Barnesville rules is the City

Code.  The City Code contains all of the ordinances which

have been approved by the Barnesville City Council over

the years.  The first ordinances of the City were adopted in

1889.  Over the years ordinances are frequently amended

and every 15-20 years each ordinance is reviewed for

accuracy and applicability and the entire document is

recodified. The current City Code is available on the City’s

website at www.barnesvillemn.com, under “I want to”.

The City has literally hundreds of ordinances.  Unless it is

a matter of public safety, most of our enforcement efforts

are complaint driven. It is difficult for staff to see everything

that is going on so we rely on our residents to bring items of

concern to City staff.

The Barnesville City Charter outlines the process by which

an ordinance can be changed.  Generally speaking, any

proposed ordinance changes are brought to the City

Council, usually by a City board, such as the Planning

Commission or a department, such as Public Works.

After two readings where Council members approve the

language, the ordinance change is then published in the

Record-Review and, 30 days after being published, it

becomes effective.

The best way to understand the interrelationship

between City, County, State and Federal rules would be

to take a closer look at each chapter in the City Code,

and examples how other rules affect us in Barnesville:

Chapter 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Chapter 2 - ADMINISTRATION

These chapters set forth general information regarding the

operation of the City including salaries of City Council

members, the establishment of city departments and city

boards, and the operation of the airport. 

Example: City Code establishes an Economic Development

Authority Board (EDA); however, it is MN State Statutes

that establishes what the EDA can legally do or not do.

Chapter 3 – UTILITIES

This chapter sets forth the rules for garbage, water, sewer

and electric services and establishes requirements for the

telephone, Cable TV and DSL.  Language within this

section allows residents, for a fee, to run their sump pumps

into their floor drain during the winter months.  

Example:  While Code allows Barnesville to offer telephone

and DSL service, we are required to follow the National

Exchange Carrier Association (NECA) tariffs which are part

of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) when

setting charges for services.  Privately owned phone

companies are not subject to the same regulations.

Chapter 4 – CONSTRUCTION

This chapter establishes the building permit process

including fees.  Within this section, the City adopts the

Minnesota State Building Code, which also includes the

adoption of the International Building Code (IBC).

Example:  When people apply for a building permit, the

inspector reviews the application to ensure it complies with

the IBC.  Structures must also meet the State Fire Code

and placement of propane tanks must follow the National

Liquified Petroleum Gas Code.  In the case of new

construction, applicants will need to have their plumbing

plan approved by the State of Minnesota and the structure

inspected by State Electrical Inspector. 

Chapter 5 – ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

This chapter sets forth City rules regarding the issuance of

liquor licenses. This section also outlines all the local rules

regarding the sale of alcoholic beverages including hours. 

Example: If someone is applying for a new liquor license,

they will be required to submit their application to the State

of Minnesota, in addition to the City.

Chapter 6 – BUSINESS REGULATIONS

While some cities require a business owner to obtain a

business license, Barnesville does not.  We do require most

door-to-door solicitors to get a vendor permit through the

City.  This section also outlines the rules for specific



licenses issued by the City, which include tobacco sales

and massage parlors. 

Examples:  Per Federal law, the City is not allowed to require

permits for religious or political groups or businesses that

are just “taking orders” because it is considered a limitation

on speech.  If a person is planning to open a restaurant in

Barnesville, they would need to work with Clay County

Environmental Services to obtain a food services license.

Chapter 7 – STREETS AND SIDEWALKS

This section of Code addresses items related to snow, ice,

grass and weeds on public streets and sidewalks, in

addition to the reconstruction of roads, sidewalks and

approaches. 

Example:  While the City regulates the streets, if a property

owner on Front Street North wanted to construct an

approach or add a water service, since this is also a State

Highway, they would be required to get a permit from the

Minnesota Department of Transportation.

Chapter 8 – TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

This section regulates not only vehicles, but bicycles and

snowmobiles.  Most of the traffic laws that our local police

enforce come from State Statute. By reference, this section

also adopts the Minnesota Highway Traffic Regulation Act. 

Example: State law allows U-turns in a safe manner

anywhere, whereas according to our Code, you can make a

U-turn at intersections only, unless posted otherwise.

Chapter 9 – PARKING REGULATIONS

This section of the City Code addresses both recreational

vehicle parking and truck parking, as well as parking

restruction rules for snow removal.

Example:  While Barnesville has rules in regard to truck

parking, Front Street is either a State or County Highway,

depending on the section.  In these areas, the most

restrictive regulation must be followed.

Chapter 10 – PUBLIC PROTECTION�

This section of the City Code regulates a wide variety of

items under the umbrella of public protection including

dogs, cats and other animals, tree diseases, open burning,

junk cars, public nuisances and loud parties.  

Example:  A few years ago the Barnesville City Council

passed a property maintenance ordinance.  Each year the

City sends out about 100 nuisance and property maintenance

letters to property owners regarding everything from long

grass to dangerous buildings. The goal of the City’s

enforcement efforts is to maintain the community as an

attractive, desirable place to live and do business.

Chapter 11 – ZONING

The most familiar Code is the Zoning Ordinance.  This

comprehensive section of the City Code sets forth the rules

for what types of businesses can be located where, how

much space a house and accessory buildings can take up

on a lot, how many parking places are required by a

business, rules for signs and fences, and much, much

more.  Land use seems to be one of the more controversial

facets of City government.  Over the years, the State has

been very involved with land use regulations, including

decisions from the MN Supreme Court.

Example:  No longer can City Zoning Ordinances regulate

where manufactured housing can be built.  Per State rules,

manufacturing housing must be permitted unless restricted

by Protective Covenants recorded by the developer.

Chapter 12 – SUBDIVISION

This section requires land to be developed in an organized

manner.  The platting process ensures that all lots will have

access to roads and utilities.  Platting of property within a

City requires knowledge not only of City rules but a variety

of State regulations.  Among the State agencies which set

forth rules in this regard are the Department of Natural

Resources and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. 

Example:  When the Del Acres-Gilbertson Addition was

platted, the developers were required to provide a retention

pond that would provide water treatment before the water

was to enter into Whiskey Creek.

Outside of the City Code, many of the City departments are

subject to a variety of Federal and State rules, as well as

reporting requirements.  For example:

•  Barnesville Police Department must report all seized    

      property to the State, as well as felonies or gross

      misdemeanors.

•  Barnesville Ambulance must follow all HIPAA rules

      and the service territory is determined by the State.

•  Park Board must follow very specific DNR and MPCA

      rules when managing Blue Eagle Lake, which is not

      only costly but time consuming.

•  Public Works has contracted with PeopleService both to

      maintain the City’s water and sewer infrastructure, but

      also to ensure all Federal and State laws are followed

      and required sampling and reporting is done.

To stay on top of all the changing Federal and State laws

which affect the City of Barnesville, the City maintains a

close relationship with the Minnesota League of Cities.

Each year they issue a summary of all Federal and State

mandates affecting cities.  The 2012 list included training

for police officers, ambulance staffing, absentee ballot

rules, drinking water standards and requirements for energy

efficient streetlights.

The City also works closely with the County on a wide

variety of matters from recycling to elections.  For example,

to demolish a structure in Barnesville, you are required to

get a permit from the County, as well as the City.  If

Barnesville residents have questions regarding property

valuations, they should call the County Assessor; and for

tax information, they should call the County Auditor.


