
Barnesville City Council
Special Meeting

July 1, 2002

This special meeting of the Barnesville City Council was called to order 6 p.m. in the city
hall council chambers by Mayor Gene Prim.  Council members included were Chad Hagen,
Roger Cooper, Larry Davis Jr., Charles Martinson,  and Jerry Ames.  Also present were Tom
Trowbridge, Ray Miller, Angie Ernst and Karen Dollison from the Record Review.

This special meeting was called by Mayor Gene Prim due to a couple of council members
and members of the public’s negative comments on the issue of spending an extra $28,000 to
keep the iron filtered out of the City’s water for a week during repairs at the water treatment
plant.

Mr. Tom Trowbridge from Larson-Peterson presented the Council with options for the
Water Treatment Plant Modifications.  There are two different options that the Council could
approve.  The first would be to go with the base bid of $85,969.  This is the lowest cost
alternative.  The work would begin on about July 22, 2002, the filter cells would be bypassed
from August 5th until August 12th, and work completed by August 16th.  This would not require
water use restrictions.  This option would require a longer time to complete the work and a
bypass of the filter for one week.  The second option is bid at $113,969.  With this option, the
work would begin on July 22, 2002, utilize a batch plant, and work would be completed by
August 3rd, 2002.  This option would allow for iron removal during construction and a shorter
time period would be necessary to complete the work.  There is a higher cost with this option, it
would require a total watering ban during construction, and in case of a fire, a filter bypass
would be necessary.

The council debated the pros and cons of these two options.  Mr. Davis inquired as to
what stance the city would take if any citizens complain about the iron in the water during
construction if the lower cost alternative was implemented.  He had spoken to Les LaFayette and
Todd Meyer and had been told the water may have a light coffee color to it without the filter in
place.  Mr. Hagen stated that his parents have high iron in their well water and use Iron Out in
their wash to remove rust and that it seems to work well.

Mr. Cooper inquired if the water would be safe to drink.  He was assured that the water
would be safe to drink as it will be chlorinated and treated as usual.  The only difference would
be that the iron would not be removed.

If the lower bid were to be implemented, the public would have to be notified and the
council thought about handing out Iron Out to those who would like to use it in their wash during
the week the filter would be off.

07-01-02-01  Motion by Mr. Ames with a second by Mr. Davis to go with the lower bid
of $85,969 with a public notification campaign up to $5,000 with the total not to exceed $90,000.
Carried.

Ray Miller and Todd Meyer will do a campaign to make the public aware of the filter
being off for the week of construction on it.  It will go on Cable TV, bulletin boards, radio, in the
newspaper and in the city mailings.

Mr. Miller will order Iron Out to be given to residents of the City.
Mayor Prim adjourned this special meeting at 6:30 p.m.
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