
Barnesville City Council
Regular Meeting
February 3, 2006

Mayor Bauer called this regular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Present were Mayor Bauer 
and council members Roger Cooper, Larry Davis, Jr. Chad Hagen, Del Ellefson, and Kim 
Simonsen.  Absent was council member Merlin Strom.  Others in attendance were City 
Attorney Mike Hannaher, City Clerk Jeri Davis, Public Works Superintendent Dave 
Riddering, EDA Director Karen Lauer, Finance Director Joel Haugrud, Gary Giltner with 
People Service, Darin Allmaris with Ottertail Power, Dan Hanson and Marty Soma with 
Ulteig Engineers, Jeremy Krause, Cat Yokom, Syd Mansager, Steve Mortensen, Marvin 
Stetz, Dave Neumann, Jody Peck with Missouri River, and Pam Aakre from the Record 
Review.

Mayor Bauer stated that the first item on the agenda for the evening was the pledge of 
allegiance.  All rose to recite the pledge of allegiance.

Mayor Bauer asked if there were any additions to the agenda.  The only additions to the 
agenda were the recommendation to hire a part-time liquor store clerk and the water 
tower controls.  There were no additional items for the agenda.

2.13.6.1 Motion by Mr. Cooper and second by Mr. Ellefson to approve the agenda 
as presented with the additions of the hiring of the part-time liquor store 
clerk and the water tower controls.  Motion carried.

2.13.6.2 Motion by Mr. Davis and second by Mr. Hagen to approve the consent 
agenda as presented with the correction of the TEC minutes to reflect that 
Merlin Strom was present at the meeting.  Motion carried.  The following 
items were included in the consent agenda.

1. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting held on January 9, 2006.
2. Approval of the minutes of the Special meeting held on January 23, 2006.
3. Approval of the minutes of the Special meeting held on February 7, 2006.
4. Department Head reports.
5. Finance report-approval of check numbers   54930-55148 in the amount of 

$457,026.71 and EFT payments in the amount of $114,419.21
6. Approval of Crystal Vold to the Park Board, with her term to expire in 

December, 2007.
7. Approval of Web Ross to the Park Board, with his term to expire in 

December, 2008.
8. Approval to re-appoint Merlin Melby with his term to expire December 

2008.
9.  Approval of the Gold member for the Main Street Membership in the 

amount of $200.00



10. Approval of the KVLY-TV retransmission agreement.
11. Approval of the E!Channel renewal agreement.
12. Approval of the WDAY-TV retransmission agreement.
13. Approval of the Nextel contract renewal.
14. Approval of the purchase of a safety cabinet from Grainger’s in the 

amount of $690.00.
15. Approval of the gambling permit for the Lions Club for the Clay County 

Fairgrounds, July 13-15, 2006.
16. Approval of the gambling permit for the Lions Club for the VFW Post 

4628, August 26, 2006.
17. Approval of the bid by Ott’s Quality Painting in the amount of $2200 for 

City Hall.  This budgeted expense to be paid out of the building and 
grounds for the year 2006.

18. Approval of travel for City Clerk Jeri Davis to attend the Missouri River 
meeting.

19. Approval of travel for City Clerk Jeri Davis to attend the MN Municipal 
Clerks & Finance Officers conference.

20. Approval of travel for Police Chief Dean Ernst to attend the MN Chief’s 
of Police annual spring training.

Mayor Bauer next went thru the board and commission reports with the council members.

2.13.6.3 Motion by Mr. Hagen and second by Mr. Davis to approve the board and 
commission reports as presented.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bauer next asked if there were any citizens present to be heard.  There was no 
citizen input.

Mayor Bauer stated the next item on the agenda for the evening was the recognition for 
Planning and Zoning member Dave Neumann.  Mr. Neumann resigned from the Planning 
Commission after 18 years of service.  Mayor Bauer next called on Mr. Neumann and 
presented Mr. Neumann with a clock from the City for his many years of dedicated 
service to the City.

Mayor Bauer stated the next item on the agenda was the discussion of the S-1 contract 
with Missouri River.  Mayor Bauer called on Ms. Jody Peck with Missouri River.  Ms. 
Peck discussed with council members the S-1 contract and discussed the new amendment 
with Missouri River.  Ms.Peck asked council members if they had any questions for her 
about the S-1 Contract.  There were no questions.

2.13.6.4 Motion by Mr. Simonsen and second by Mr. Ellefson to approve the S-1 
Contract with Missouri River and authorized staff to sign in behalf of the 
city.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bauer stated the next item on the agenda was to name the authorized 
representative in behalf of the city with Missouri River.



2.13.6.5 Motion by Mr. Cooper and second by Mr. Simonsen to name City Clerk 
Jeri Davis as the authorized representative in behalf of the City with 
Missouri River.  After a discussion, this motion was withdrawn.

2.13.6.6 Motion by Mr. Cooper and second by Mr. Simonsen to approve the 
following resolution.  Motion carried.

City of Barnesville
of Clay County, Minnesota

Resolution 02-13-06-06
Designation of Authorized Representation

WHEREAS: the Governing Body of the City of Barnesville has entered into an 
agreement to establish the Missouri Basin Municipal Power Agency, d.b.a. Missouri 
River Energy Services (MRES) and as a member thereof is entitled to a representative 
who shall represent the Municipal Utility in the business of MRES.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Guy Swenson be and he is hereby 
authorized and appointed as the representative of the City of Barnesville, Minnesota, to 
represent the Municipal Utility in the business of MRES, with the powers, duties and 
responsibilities as provided in said agreement.  The alternate representative, Jeri Davis, is 
hereby authorized and appointed with equal powers.

______________________
Kenneth J. Bauer
Mayor

ATTEST: NOTARY:

________________________ _____________________
Jeri L. Davis Signature
City Clerk

________________________ _____________________



Date Expiration Date

Mayor Bauer next stated that the Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency 
(WMMPA) also needed to have the authorized representative within the City.

2.13.6.7 Motion by Mr. Ellefson and second by Mr. Simonsen to approve the 
following resolution.  Motion carried.

City of Barnesville
of Clay County, Minnesota

Resolution 02-13-06-07
Resolution of Authorized Representation

WHEREAS: the Governing Body of the City of Barnesville has entered into an 
agreement to establish the Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency (WMMPA) and 
as a member thereof is entitled to a representative who shall represent the Municipal 
Utility in the business of WMMPA.

NOW,THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Guy Swenson be and is hereby 
authorized and appointed as the representative of the City of Barnesville, to represent the 
Municipal Utility in the business of WMMPA, with the powers, duties and 
responsibilities as provided in said agreement.  The alternate representative, Jeri Davis, is 
hereby authorized and appointed with equal powers.

_____________________
Kenneth J. Bauer
Mayor

ATTEST: NOTARY:

___________________ _____________________
Jeri L. Davis Signature
City Clerk



___________________ ______________________
Date Expiration Date

Mayor Bauer next discussed with council members the potato equipment that the city has 
received from Lawrence and Elaine Kava.  Council members directed staff to contact the 
Potato Days committee to set up arrangements to display the equipment during Potato 
Days.

2.13.6.8 Motion by Mr. Simonsen and second by Mr. Ellefson to accept the bill of 
sale list as presented by the Kava’s.  Motion carried.

2.13.6.9 Motion by Mr. Ellefson and second by Mr. Davis to approve the 2nd 

reading of the following ordinance.  Motion carried.

City Code of the City of Barnesville is hereby amended as follows:

Ordinance Number 2006-3

The City of Barnesville of the City of Barnesville does hereby ordain as follows:

An ordinance amending Chapter 8 (Traffic Regulations) sec. 8.02.  City Code of the City 
of Barnesville shall be amended as follows:
    
          SEC. 8.02. TRUCK ROUTE. It is unlawful for any person to drive a tractor, 
agricultural implement, truck over 9,000 20,000 pounds gross vehicle weight, truck-
trailer, tractor-trailer or truck tractor in through traffic, upon any street except those 
which have been designated and sign-posted as truck routes. For the purpose of this 
Chapter, “through traffic” means originating without the City and with a designation 
without the City, as distinguished from “local traffic” which means traffic either 
originating or having a destination within the City.            
 
Dated this 13th day of February 2006.

 Approved:

________________________
Kenneth J. Bauer
Mayor



Attest:

________________________
Jeri L. Davis
City Clerk
 

2.13.6.10 Motion by Mr. Davis and second by Mr. Ellefson to approve the 2nd 

reading of the following ordinance.  Motion carried.

City Code of the City of Barnesville is hereby amended as follows:
Ordinance Number 2006-2

The City Council of the City of Barnesville does hereby ordain as follows:

An ordinance amending Chapter 9 (Parking Regulations)sec. 9.20.  City Code of the City 
of Barnesville shall be amended as follows:
    
          Subd. 1.  Definition.
 
              A.   “Truck” – A vehicle designed to haul commodities with a gross vehicle 
weight of more than 9,000 20,000 lbs gross vehicle weight.
 
              B.   “Weight Restrictions of City Streets” - 10,000 lbs max. axle wt.
 
  Subd. 2.  It is unlawful to park a detached semi trailer upon any street, City owned 
parking lot, or other public property except such as are specifically designated by the 
Council by resolution and signposted.
 
Subd. 3. It is unlawful to park a truck, truck-trailer, tractor-trailer or truck-tractor within 
an area zoned as a residential district except for the purpose of loading or unloading the 
same, and then only during such time as is reasonably necessary for such activity.   
Provided however, that a truck under the legal Weight Restrictions of City Streets may be 
parked at the resident of the owner, for plug-in availability only, from November 1st until 
road restrictions are placed on roads by the Minnesota Department of Transportation each 
spring. 
 
  Subd. 4.  It is unlawful to park a truck upon any street in the business district except 
streets as specifically designated by the Council by resolution and signposted, but parking 
of such truck for a period of not more than twenty (20) minutes shall be permitted in such 



space for the purpose of necessary access to abutting property while actively loading or 
unloading when such access cannot reasonably be secured from an alley or from an 
adjacent street where truck parking is not so restricted.
 
Subd. 5.  It is unlawful to diagonally park a truck or other vehicle using or equipped with 
a trailer, or extended body or other extension or projection beyond the original length of 
such vehicle, or any passenger bus, along any street except for a time sufficient to load or 
unload, and in such case, only parallel parking shall be permitted. 

Provided, however, that a truck may stand backed up to the curb if the weight or bulk of 
the load makes parallel parking impracticable, but then only for a period of time 
sufficient to load or unload.
 
Subd. 6.  It is unlawful to park within the City, any vehicle or trailer equipped with a 
tank used to transport or store anhydrous ammonia or related toxic products.
 
Subd. 7.  Parking of commercial vehicles is permitted in duly designated and signposted 
loading zones, and in alleys, for a period of up to twenty (20) minutes, provided that such 
alley parking does not prevent the flow of traffic therein, all of which shall be for the 
purpose of access to abutting or adjacent property while actively loading or unloading.
 
Subd. 8.  Idling of semi-tractors is not allowed in residential zones between 
the hours of 9 pm and 6 am unless they are attached to a trailer and actively loading or 
unloading.  Idling of semi-tractors is allowed for a period of 20 minutes between the 
hours of 6 am and 9 pm unless they are attached to a trailer and actively loading and 
unloading during which they are allowed to idle.
 
Subd. 9.   Violations of this Ordinance shall be punished as a petty 
misdemeanor.
 
          Subd. 10.   This ordinance shall take effect and be in force 30 days from and after 
its publication. 
 

Dated this 13th day of February 2006.

Approved:

______________________
Kenneth J. Bauer
Mayor

Attest:

________________________



Jeri L. Davis
City Clerk

Mayor Bauer stated the next item on the agenda was the discussion of using 
administrative citations as an enforcement tool.  EDA Director Karen Lauer asked that 
this item be tabled until the March regular meeting.

EDA Director Karen Lauer next discussed with council members the lot split request 
from Kenwood and Pam Carr.  Mrs. Lauer stated that this lot split qualifies as a minor lot 
split and does not require the platting process.  Mrs. Lauer also informed council that the 
lot subdivision meets the criteria for lot subdivision as it meets the size and depth criteria.

2.13.6.11 Motion by Mr. Davis and second by Mr. Ellefson to approve the lot split 
request from Kenwood and Pam Carr, parcel #50.0600.060, Lots 6 & 7, 
Block 1, Blue Eagle Parkway Addition as presented.  Motion carried.

EDA Director Karen Lauer next discussed with council a rezoning request from Red 
River Serenity Manor.  Red River Serenity Manor would like to rezone their property at 
123 2nd Street NE from C-1, Central Business District to R-2, urban Residential District. 
City Attorney Mike Hannaher has reviewed this request, and approves of this rezoning 
request.  Council member Del Ellefson stated that there is a precedent setting if we allow 
this, and does not agree with the request.  Planning and Zoning Chair Jeremy Krause 
informed council members that the Planning and Zoning board voted unanimous to 
rezone this property as R-2.

02-13-06-12 Motion by Mr. Simonsen and second by Mr. Davis to approve the 
rezoning request from Red River Serenity Manor, 123 2nd Street NE from C-1, Central 
Business District to R-2, Urban Residential District, and approve the 1st reading of the 
following ordinance.  Council member Roger Cooper stated that he would  abstain from 
the voting, since he is on the Red River Serenity Manor Board.
Upon a roll call vote, those voted in favor of:  Council members Simonsen, Davis, and 
Hagen.  Those voted against:  Council member Ellefson.  Motion carried.

Ordinance 2006-4
City of Barnesville Zoning Ordinance Amendment

Amending City of Barnesville Zoning Map
The City Council of the City of Barnesville does hereby ordain as follows:

WHEREAS: the City of Barnesville did previously enact the Zoning Ordinance in 1994; 
and

WHEREAS: the Zoning Map has been identified as needing updating or modification;



NOW THEREFORE: the Zoning Map hereby amended as follows:

Parcel 50.575.2720, legally described as Lots 1 through 4, Block 32, City of Barnesville, 
located at 123 2nd Street NE, Barnesville shall be rezoned from C-1, Central Business 
District to R-2, Urban Residential District.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This amendment shall become effective upon its passage and 
enactment, followed by publication according to law.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Barnesville City Council this 28th day of February 
2006.

 APPROVED:

________________________
Kenneth J. Bauer
Mayor

ATTEST:

________________________
Jeri L. Davis
City Clerk

EDA Director  Karen Lauer next presented to the City Council the EDA and Main Street 
annual report.  Mrs. Lauer discussed the business and housing development for the year 
2005.  Council members had no questions for Mrs. Lauer.

TEC Coordinator Guy Swenson next discussed with council members the DMS-10 601 
switch upgrade.  Mr. Swenson stated that this upgrade will allow us to provide IP Video 
through the DMS-10 in the future.  The fee for this upgrade is $18,700, which includes 
the 2006 Nortel Service and Support plan.  This was a budgeted item for 2006.

2.13.6.14 Motion by Mr. Simonsen and second by Mr. Ellefson to approve the 
DMS-10 601 switch upgrade in the amount of $18,700, which includes the 
2006 Nortel Service and Support plan.  Motion carried.

TEC Coordinator Guy Swenson next discussed with council members the power plant 
improvements.  Mr. Swenson stated the estimated cost to remodel the power plant 



building is $12,967.65. This includes installing an electric off peak boiler to reduce the 
heating costs.

2.13.6.15 Motion by Mr. Davis and second by Mr. Ellefson to approve the power 
plant building improvements as presented in the amount of $12,967.65. 
Motion carried.

TEC Coordinator Guy Swenson next discussed with council the cable TV broadcasting. 
Mr. Swenson informed council that he has been working to get the broadcasting for the 
UPN broadcasting, just for the state tournament games.  The estimated cost would be 
approximately .20 per subscriber,  approximately $150.00 per month. 

02-13-06-16 Motion by Mr. Simonsen and second by Mr. Hagen to allow Mr. Swenson 
to sign the agreement with UPN Broadcast at .20 per sub, approximately $150.00 per 
month.  Motion carried.

Mayor Bauer stated the next item on the agenda was the discussion on the water controls. 
Mr. Marty Soma with Ulteig Engineers discussed with council the water controls which 
have been authorized and approved earlier in the amount of $1050.00. Council members 
had no further questions for Mr. Soma.

Council members next discussed the water treatment plant control upgrade.  The cost to 
install the controls is estimated at $193,000.  This has been included in the water tower 
project bonding, and the user fees calculated reflect these control upgrades.

2.13.6.17 Motion by Mr. Simonsen and second by Mr. Ellefson to approve this 
expenditure, not to exceed  $193,000 to install the water treatment plant 
controls.  Motion carried.  

Ulteig Engineers next discussed with council members the telemetry system for the new 
water tower and wastewater facility.  The estimated cost for the telemetry unit is $53,500. 
After much discussion, council members agreed to include in the bidding process the 
water and wastewater plant master remote telemetry unit in the amount of $53,500, as an 
alternative.

2.13.6.18 Motion by Mr. Simonsen and second by Mr. Ellefson to include in the 
project bidding, as an alternative, the water and wastewater plant master 
remote telemetry unit in the amount of $53,500, and the wastewater main lift 
station, wastewater Holland lift station, and wastewater triangle lift station 
telemetry be an alternate.  Motion carried.

Ulteig Engineers next discussed with council the addendum to soils report by Midwest 
Testing, not to exceed $500.00 for the location of the proposed ponds.  



2.13.6.19 Motion by Mr. Cooper and second by Mr. Simonsen to approve the 
wastewater expenditure to Midwest Testing for the soils report for the 
location of the proposed ponds, not to exceed $500.00.  Motion carried.

2.13.6.20 Motion by Mr. Simonsen and second by Mr. Cooper to authorize the $350.00 
permit fee, and authorization to submit the permit, plans and specifications to 
the MPCA.  Motion carried.

Mr. Dan Hanson with Ulteig Engineers next discussed with council members the 
graphics on the proposed water tower.  Mr. Hanson discussed several options with the 
council members.  Council members tabled this item until the March regular council 
meeting.

Mayor Bauer stated the next item on the agenda was the discussion of seal coating streets. 
Public Works Supt. Dave Riddering was requesting to advertise for bids, which would 
consist of approximately 33% of the streets, with bid opening on March 30th.  This is a 
budgeted item.

2.13.6.21 Motion by Mr. Davis and second by Mr. Cooper to approve the request to 
call for bids for seal coating streets as presented, with bid opening on March 
30th.  Motion carried.

Public Works Supt. Dave Riddering next discussed with council members the quotes that 
he had received for a new mower.  This was a budgeted item.  

2.13.6.22 Motion by Mr. Cooper and second by Mr. Davis to approve the purchase of a 
new mower in the amount of  $13,497.00 from Fargo Tractor.  Motion 
carried.

Mayor Bauer stated the next item on the agenda was the discussion of the Wagner Park 
improvements.  Public Works Supt. Dave Riddering informed council members that there 
was $7300.00 in reserve funds, carry-over from the year 2005, in which he would like to 
proceed with the project.  Mr. Riddering also informed council that the local Lions Club 
is willing to donate approximately $21,000 for this project.  Council member Kim 
Simonsen stated that he preferred the monies to be spent within the city parks.

2.13.6.23 Motion by Mr. Ellefson and second by Mr. Davis to authorized Mr. 
Riddering to proceed with the Wagner Park improvements as presented. 
Upon a roll call vote, those voting in favor of:  Davis, Ellefson, Cooper, 
Hagen, and those voting against:  Council member Simonsen.  Motion 
carried.

Mayor Bauer next called on Finance Director Joel Haugrud to discuss the agreed upon 
procedures prepared by Kern, DeWenter, Viere, Ltd.  Mr. Haugrud informed council 
members that this was somewhat a mini-audit that was prepared for the city.  Council 
members had no further questions for Mr. Haugrud.



Mayor Bauer stated the next item on the agenda was the discussion of comp time. 
Council members discussed who is eligible to receive comp time.  After a discussion, 
council members agreed that no part-time employees are eligible to receive comp time.

Mayor Bauer stated the next item on the agenda was the hiring of a part-time liquor store 
clerk.  

2.13.6.24 Motion by Mr. Davis and second by Mr. Hagen to approve the hiring of Tom 
Summers for the liquor store clerk, at a rate of pay of $8.86 per hour. 
Motion carried.

Council members next discussed the Liquor Store hours.  Council member Chad Hagen 
stated that Liquor Store Manager Diane Peterson would like to have the store open at 
10:00 a.m. on Saturday’s.  Council members did not see a problem with the extended 
hours.  This will be a trial period, and the new hours will not start until we have sufficient 
staffing.

Mayor Bauer reminded council members of the Public Hearing set for February 28th, and 
also the Special council meeting set for February 28th.

Mayor Bauer adjourned the meeting at 9:32 p.m.

Submitted by: Attest:

Jeri L. Davis Kenneth J. Bauer
City Clerk Mayor




