
           Make your plans now  
    to attend Showcase  
    2015 on Saturday,   
    March 28 at the High  
    School from 9:00 am  
    to 2:00 pm.  
          Plan to spend the day 
taking in 45 booths, entertainment and the food 
court.  The City’s booth will examples of neat 
things you can do with your fiber connection, tips 
on conserving energy and info on Bright Energy 
Solutions rebates.  Be sure to stop by the booth 
and pick-up your Free CFL lightbulb!

A Monthly Newsletter for our Utility Customers  •   24/7 www.barnesvillemn.com  •  February 2015

WATCH TOURNAMENTS - CHANNEL 12
     Once again this year, Barnesville Cable TV is 
pleased to provide live coverage of High School 
Sports Tournments on Channel 12.  Tournament 
coverage dates are:
      Boys Hockey.................March 4-7
      Boys Basketball........March 12-14
      Girls Basketball.........March 19-21
      The live feed will begin a few minutes before 
the games and end once the game is over.

SAVE $10 ON SEASON GOLF PASSES
      Believe it or not, golf season is just around 
the corner.  Purchase your season membership 
between now and April 15 and you will save $10.  
       A 2015 Season Pass for a husband and wife 
is only $ 350, an adult membership is only $ 250, 
immediate family living in the same household 
is $ 390 and sudents are $ 85. Stop by City Hall 
during regular business hours to purchase your 
discounted pass - hurry discount ends April 15!  

IT’S EASY - BILL PAYMENT OPTIONS 
      The City offers several convenient ways to 
make bill paying easy!  Customers may choose 
to automatically pay their bills with either VISA 
or Mastercard or do an auto withdrawl from your 
checking account.  Call 354-2292 to get started.
    

DOWNLOAD OUR NEW MOBILE APP

WHY DO I NEED A LAND LINE?

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR NEW FIBER? 
      If Inside-Out crews have been to your home 
and completed the final fiber connection and 
you’re experiencing any kinds of problems, be 
sure to connect City Hall at 354-2292 and we’ll 
send the right people over to solve the problem!

KEEPING YOU 
CONNECTED

2 YEAR PROPERTY TAX REBATE!
      Thinking about building a new home?  Now is 
the time.   Receive a 2 year property tax rebate 
for homes built in 2015 or 2016, in addition to a 
free utility incentive, valued at up to $1,500.  Lots 
are going fast.  Lots including specials starting at 
$16,744.  Call the EDA office at 354-2145 for all 
the details on making your dream come true!

MAIN STREET’S SHOWCASE 2015
SET FOR SATURDAY MARCH 28

      Many customers have asked, “Now that we 
have fiber why do I need to have a land line for 
my internet service?
      Barnesville Municipal Telephone is subject 
to the National Exchange Carrier Association 
(NECA) tariff. The NECA tariff ensures smaller 
rural telephone companies have the financial 
resources to support the lines that deliver the 
internet to your home. Those resources come 
from the phone line charges or an additional 
NECA-imposed fee on the internet charge. 
     The NECA tariff allows us to offer High Speed 
internet with or without phone service.  When we 
offer High Speed internet without phone service, 
NECA requires the internet charge be increased 
by $64.86 for all levels of internet service. 
     Compare this amount to the cost of the phone 
line at $27.00 plus tax, having the phone line is 
much more economical.
     Don’t forget, internet customers that also have 
Barnesville Cable TV, Barnesville Long distance 
and the phone line can take advantage of our 
“Package Discount” (similar to bundling) up to 
$30 per month depending on your internet level!

    Check out 2015 Budget  
“GET TO KNOW YOUR CITY”
 publication in this mailing!



BARNESVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting  •  January 12, 2015 

This is a summary of the minutes.  The complete minutes are avail-
able online at www.barnesvillemn.com or at City Hall.

BECOME A MAIN STREET MEMBER!

Vice-Mayor Jason Rick called this regular meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.  Members present were Council members Larry Davis, Jr, Ja-
son Rick, Betty Strom,  Don Goedtke, Richard Sylvester and Cathy 
Enstad. Absent was Mayor Prim

01-12-15-01    Motion Sylvester, second Davis to approve the 
agenda as presented.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-02    Motion Strom, second Sylvester to approve the 
consent agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 
01-12-15-03    Motion Davis, second Sylvester to open the public 
hearing for the wastewater facilities plan at 7:04 p.m.  Motion 
carried.
01-12-15-04    Motion Sylvester, second Goedtke to close the public 
hearing for the wastewater facilities plan at 7:06 p.m.  Motion 
carried.
01-12-15-05    Motion Goedtke, second Strom to approve a resolu-
tion adopting the Facilities Plan. Voted aye:  Goedtke, Strom, Rick, 
Davis, Sylvester and Enstad.  Voted nay:  none.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-06    Motion Davis, second Strom to approve the water 
billing procedure.  Staff will review water bills on a case by case 
basis for customers who call and state that they were running 
extra water to keep their water lines from freezing and to make an 
adjustment to the sewer bill based on the average usage in January 
– March 2013, and to make an adjustment to the water bill in 1000 
cubic foot increments if the usage exceeds their average in January 
–March 2013, by a minimum of 1000 cubic feet.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-07    Motion Sylvester to purchase the de-icer line thawer, 
not to exceed $3,000.00.  There was no second to motion.  Motion 
failed.
01-12-15-08    Motion Strom, second Goedtke to approve the 2nd 
reading of Ordinance 2015-01, an Ordinance to amend and reenact 
Section 1, Subdivisions 2 and 4 of Chapter 7-09 of the Municipal 
Code, Accessory Structures in Residential Districts.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-09    Motion Strom, second Goedtke to approve the sum-
mary Ordinance 2015-01.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-10    Motion Goedtke, second Strom to approve the 
2nd reading of Ordinance 2015-02, an Ordinance relating to gas 
franchise adopting and fee.   Council member Sylvester questioned 
Section C.  Sara Nyhus-Wear with Ohnstad Twichell informed Mr. 
Sylvester that this section in question was in the agreement that 
was approved by council.  City Administrator Mike Rietz stated that 
this section protects the City.  Voted aye:  Rick, Goedtke, Strom, 
Davis, and Enstad. Voted nay: Sylvester.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-11    Motion Davis, second Goedtke to approve the Sum-
mary Ordinance 2015-02.  Voted aye: Rick, Goedtke, Strom, Davis, 
and Enstad. Voted nay:  council member Sylvester.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-12    Motion Strom, second Sylvester to approve the 2nd 
reading of Ordinance 2015-03, Ordinance regarding refuse collec-
tion fees.  Motion carried.

01-12-15-13    Motion Davis, second Strom to approve the 2nd read-
ing of Ordinance 2015-04, an Ordinance regarding ambulance fees.  
Motion carried.
01-12-15-14    Motion Strom, second Sylvester to approve the 2nd 
reading of Ordinance 2015-05.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-15    Motion Strom, second Sylvester to approve the sum-
mary Ordinance 2015-05.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-16    Motion Strom, second Sylvester to approve the fol-
lowing resolution, a revised resolution committing fund balance for 
specific purposes.  Voted aye:  Rick, Goedtke, Strom, Davis, Sylves-
ter and Enstad.  Voted nay:  none.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-17    Motion Strom, second Goedtke to approve the exist-
ing home housing incentive program.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-18    Motion Sylvester, second Davis to approve the Team-
sters Local 120  police union contract for two years.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-19    Motion Strom, second Enstad to approve and autho-
rize TEC Manager Guy Swenson to execute the BBC 1 year Affilia-
tion Agreement extension.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-20    Motion Strom, second Sylvester to approve and 
authorize TEC Manager Guy Swenson to sign the agreement with 
Genband 2015 Service and Support Agreement.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-21    Motion Enstad, second Goedtke to approve and 
authorize TEC Manager Guy Swenson to execute the KVLY (gray 
television) Retransmission consent term sheet.  Motion carried.
01-12-15-22    Motion Enstad, second Sylvester to approve and 
authorize TEC Manger Guy Swenson to execute the KVRR Retrans-
mission Consent Agreement for 2015-2017.  Motion approved.
01-12-15-23    Motion Sylvester, second Strom to approve the 
resolution for the renewal of the partnership agreement with MNDOT 
and Clay County for salt/sand storage building.  Voted aye:  Rick, 
Goedtke, Strom, Davis, Sylvester and Enstad.  Voted nay:  none.  
Motion carried.
01-12-15-24    Motion Davis, second Sylvester to approve an inter-
fund loan in the amount of $200,000 to the EDA.  Voted aye:  Rick, 
Goedtke, Strom, Davis and Sylvester.  Voted nay:  Enstad.  Motion 
carried.
Vice-Mayor Rick adjourned the meeting at 8:02 pm.

 

WATCH FOR NEW 2015 PHONE DIRECTORY
      The new 2015 Phone Directory should arrive in your 
mail at the end of the month.  If you donʼt receive your 
directory, stop by City Hall to pick one up.NEW CHANGES FOR REBATES:  

BRIGHT ENERGY SOLUTIONS
       Barnesville Municipal Power, 
in cooperation with Missouri River 
Energy Services will continues to offer rebates for the 
purchase of energy efficient appliances through the 
Bright Energy Solutions program.
      Rebates are available for CFL light bulbs, ceiling fans, 
clothes washers, dehumidifiers, dishwashers, heating 
& cooling systems and refrigerators.  NEW this year 
are rebates for clothes dryers, LED bulbs and LED 
retrofit kits.  Rebates can range up to $80!        
      Complete information on the rebates is posted at 
www.brightenergysolutions.com.   Customers can apply 
for rebate online or on paper at City Hall.
      Customers are also reminded that rebates must be 
submitted within 30 days of purchase.

NOW IS THE TIME TO LICENSE PETS....
   A reminder to all pet owners           
   that all dogs and cats owned   
   within the Barnesville city 
   limits MUST be licensed each 

and every January 1.  If you have not done so 
already, please stop in at the Barnesville City Hall, the 
Police Department or Barnesville Animal Care Clinic 
to purchase a license.
      License fees range from $5 to $10 with proof of 
current vaccinations. Having a current pet license will 
help Animal Control locate the owner of a lost pet! 
    

WIND POWER BLOCKS AVAILABLE
                          Wind power is a non-polluting energy       
     source that reduces the use of fossil  
     fuels.  Sign up today to purchase this  
     clean renewable energy.  For more  
     information call City Hall at 354-2292.

KEEPING YOU 
CONNECTED

A Monthly Newsletter for our Utility Customers  •   24/7 www.barnesvillemn.com   •  January 2015

CITY OFFICES CLOSED FEBRUARY 16
     Barnesville City Hall will be closed on Monday, 
February 16 in observance of Presidentʼs Day.

       Mark Your Calendar!
  
  SHOWCASE 2015
  Saturday, March 28, 2015

      Due to the cold weather and the lack of snow cover this winter, 
the  frost table is lower than most years. This can cause frozen 
water service lines and there have already been a few in Barnesville.
       An indicator of an impending water service line freeze-up is to 
check the temperature of your water after running it 2-3 minutes until 
it is cold,  The water temperature should be about 45 degrees.  If the 
temperature is 41 degrees or below, frost may be getting close to 
your service line. You can prevent your line from freezing by 
letting the water run at a pencil lead size stream from a faucet.
       If you start running your water please call City Hall so we can 
make a bill adjustment to your usage 
charge. Questions? Call 701.893.8825.    

Mayor Dahnke called the egular meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Members present were Mayor Dahnke and Council members Betty 
Strom, Richard Sylvester, Larry Davis, Jr, Don Goedtke, Cathy 
Enstad and Jason Rick. 
01-13-14-01    Motion Davis, second Sylvester to approve the 
agenda with the following additions: Approval of Payment No. 3 for 
Improvement District 2013-1, Approval of Change Order No. 3 for 
Improvement District 2013-1, Request for bids for fiber to the home 
project-outside plant and Request to advertise for fiber to the home 
project-equipment.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-02    Motion Rick, second Strom to approve the consent 
agenda as presented.  Motion carried. 
01-13-14-03    Motion Davis, second Enstad to approve the board 
and commission reports as presented.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-04    Motion Sylvester, second Goedtke to approve the 
following council representatives and appointments.  The following 
voted aye:  Rick, Goedtke, Strom, Davis, and Sylvester.  Voted nay:  
Enstad.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-05    Motion Sylvester, second Goedtke to approve the 
City officers.  Motion carried. 
01-13-14-06    Motion Davis, second Strom to approve the follow-
ing official depositories for the City of Barnesville:  Wells Fargo, 
Wells Faro Investment Services, Midwest Bank, MN Municipal 
Money Market Funds, Ehlers Investment Partners.  Council member 
Sylvester questioned if the city is getting the rate of return we should 
be with Ehlers.  Mr. Sylvester suggested looking at our local banks.  
City Administrator Mike Rietz stated that the Personnel & Finance 
committee can review this.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-07    Motion Davis, second Sylvester to designate the 
Barnesville Record Review as the official City newspaper.  Motion 
carried.
01-13-14-08    Motion Rick, second Strom to approve the 2nd read-
ing of Ordinance 2013-12., an ordinance regarding setbacks in the 
C-2, C-3 and I-1 Zoning districts.   Motion carried.
01-13-14-08    Motion Rick, second Davis to authorize staff to pur-
chase the 2014 John Deer 524K loader from RDO Equipment in the 
amount of $138,420.00.  The city will trade in the 2007 New Holland 
with bucket and forks in the amount of $46,000.00.  Total amount 
due will be $92,420.00.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-09    Motion Davis, second Sylvester to approve the 
recommended changes to the Personnel Policy regarding sick leave 
and the FMLA law.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-10    Motion Sylvester, second Goedtke to approve the 1st 
reading of Ordinance 2014-01, with changing from the five-sixth vote 
of all members of the Council members to majority of the council 
members voting. An Ordinance to establish the rate for transfer 
of revenues from Barnesville Municipal Telephone to the City of 
Barnesville general fund.  Mayor Prim questioned why we would 

BARNESVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting  •  January 13, 2014

This is a summary of the minutes.  The complete minutes are avail-
able online at www.barnesvillemn.com or at City Hall.

want someone else to have control of our own money.  TEC Man-
ager stated that this ordinance is in effort to receive a better interest 
rate for the Fiber to the Home project.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-11    Motion by Mr. Sylvester and second by Mr. Rick to 
approve the 1st reading of ordinance 2014-02, an ordinance to 
establish the rates and charges for Broadband and internet service 
with changing from the five-sixth vote of all members of the Council 
members to majority of the council members voting. Motion carried.
01-13-14-12    Motion Davis, second Enstad to approve the 702 
Communications Internet helpdesk contract for service Addendum 
#2 increase our bandwidth to 1 Gig and lowers our bandwidth cost 
to $1,500.00.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-13    Motion Strom, second Sylvester to authorize TEC 
Manger Guy Swenson to advertise for Fiber to the Home for the 
outside plant bids.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-14    Motion Davis, second Sylvester to authorize TEC 
Manager Guy Swenson to advertise for Fiber to the Home for the 
equipment bids.  Motion carried.
01-13-14-15    Motion Davis, second Sylvester to appoint Duane 
Morey and Jan Nasstrom to the HRA Board.  Motion carried. 
01-13-14-16    Motion Davis. second Goedtke to approve the 2014 
Home Housing Incentive Program.  Mayor Prim stated that this 
program has been very successful.    Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned by Mayor Prim at 7:59 pm.

In addition to attending City Council meetings, City Council rep-
resentatives are expected to carry a portfolio of City departments 
which involves serving on various committees related to these 
departments.  The Mayor makes these appointments in January 
every two years.

2014 Portfolio Holders and Committee Assignments
Admin, Finance & Personnel....................Rick & Sylvester
Liquor, Ordinances, & Buildings...........Sylvester  & Davis
Water/Wastewater.....................................Davis & Goedtke
Streets & Parks.........................................Davis & Goedtke
Police, Fire, & Ambulance................................Prim & Rick
TEC Advisory Board.................................Rick & Sylvester
Planning Commission...........................................Goedtke
Airport Advisory Board........................................Sylvester
Park Board...............................................Strom & Sylvester
Community Education.............................................Enstad
Barnesville HRA.......................................................Enstad
EDA..............................................................Goedtke & Prim
WACCO.........................................Strom (Enstad-Alternate)
Emergency Operations Director....................Davis & Prim
Joint Powers Zoning Board.....................Goedtke & Davis
JP Board of Adjustment.............................Enstad & Strom
Library Board.............................................................Strom
Development Control Board....................Davis & Goedtke
Clay County Collaborative Board...........................Enstad

WARNING
PREVENT WATER 

LINE FREEZE-UPS!
To Insure That The Water Line To Your Home Does Not Freeze, 

Check The Water Temperature Regularly. 
If It Drops Below 40 Degrees, Leave One 
Faucet Open To Run A Trickle About The 
Size Of Pencil Lead.

Frozen Water Lines Are The 
Responsibility Of The Property Owner, 
Not The City!

“TOAST OF THE TOWN”
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21
The 7th Annual Toast of the Town 
sponsored by the Main Street 
Program will be held on Saturday, 
February 21 from 7-9 pm at the 
Galaxie Sports Bar & Supper Club.  
Join us for a relaxed evening of appetizers, wine & beer 
tastings, silent auction, door prizes, entertainment and 
fun.  Tickets are $25 for two or $15 for one.  Funds raised 
are used for the beautification of Barnesville including 
banners, holiday decorations, flowers and plants.

KEEPING YOU 
CONNECTED
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       Caller ID service is currently susceptible to 
fraud known as Caller ID “spoofing”.  The term 
Caller ID Spoofing refers to a practice whereby 
the calling party uses commonly available tech-
nology to falsify the number of the telephone 
line from which the call is made, the name of the 
calling party, or both as they appear on the called 
partyʼs Caller ID screen.  This practice has the 
potential for fraud and harm to the called party.
      To protect yourself, do not take what the 
Caller ID screen displays for granted.  If what the 
caller is saying does not seem legitimate, do not 
divulge personal information until you can verify 
the source, by hanging up and calling them back 
on a verified number (from a mailed statement or 
printed directory).
     Congress is considering new legislation that 
will take action against these violators.  If you 
would like more information on spoofing, visit 
www.fcc.gov, search “spoofing”.

NEW LIQUOR STORE HOURS

CITY HALL CLOSED NOV. 11, 28-29
    City Hall will be closed on Monday, November 
11 in observance of Veteranʼs Day and Thursday, 
Nov. 28 and Friday, Nov. 29 in observance of the 
Thanksgiving Holiday.

       

FIREHALL MUNICIPAL LIQUORS

 Check out the Elected Officials  
“GET TO KNOW YOUR CITY”
   publication in this mailing!

BARNESVILLE
PUBLIC NOTICE

15% OFF
TOTAL PURCHASE

Front door parking at 104 Main Avenue West

VALUABLE COUPON

Must have original coupon - no photocopies.  Limit one coupon per 
household. Coupon good on regular priced items only.

WINTER PARKING RESTRICTIONS
      Barnesville winter parking restrictions state 
that after a snowfall of two inches or more, 
vehicles parked on any city street, that is not 
otherwise posted, must be removed prior to 8 am 
on the day following the day that the street is first 
plowed.  Vehicles may not be returned until after 
such street has been widened to its full width. 

         FLUSHING OF WATER MAINS
                     OCT.  28 - NOV. 1
       PeopleService will be flushing water mains 
from Oct. 28 - Nov. 1.  This process may cause 
some temporary discoloration of your water.  To 
remove the discoloration, turn on several faucets 
in or outside your home or business, and leave 
the water run until it clears. Questions, call Dan 
at (701) 893-8825 or Mike at (701) 893-8699.  
     

CALLER ID “SPOOFING” NOTICE

Firehall Municipal Liquors will change to their fall 
hours on Monday, November 4.
    Monday - Thursday     12:00 Noon - 9:00 pm
    Friday - Saturday         10:00 am   -10:00 pm

GOT CABLE? FREE INSTALLATION THRU NOV. 30
Barnesville Cable TV    Economy Basic - $18.95    Preferred Basic - 79 channels $60.95    354-2292

CUT YOUR WINTER ENERGY COSTS
One of the cheapest and easier ways to save 
money on your winter heating bills is to change 
our furnace filter.  With winter knocking on our 
door, now is the time.  This simple step could 
save you up to 5% on your heating costs.

Coupon expires February 28, 2015

     The 2015 Main Street Membership Drive is now 
underway!  If you have been a member of Main Street 
please support the program again.  
   If youʼre interested in becoming a member, give us 
a call at 354-2479. Your dollars will go to support our 
community events.  Membership starts at only $15.
UPCOMING MAIN STREET EVENTS
    Showcase 2015         Saturday, March 28
    Rummage Sales    Fri. May 1 & Sat. May 2
    Golf Tournament       Tuesday, June 16
    Community Picnic      Thursday, July 30


