
Abandoned 
Auto 

 Program 

The purpose of this program is to pro-

vide a helping hand to encourage resi-

dents to send their “end-of-life” vehicles 

and other scrap metal to be managed 

properly (recycled) rather than wasting 

away in yards or shelter belts around 

the county.   

The big advantage of this program is 

that once approved, the resident gets 

the vehicles/scrap metal picked up and 

hauled for them at no charge. The scrap 

metal processer may even provide com-

pensation for some vehicles. 

This countywide voluntary program is 

designed to reduce the number of inop-

erable car/truck bodies and other types 

of scrap metal around the county.  Aban-

doned vehicles and other scrap materials 

not only create potential health hazards 

(rodent harborage) but also take up 

usable space and create some unsightly 

property. 

Your participation in this program will 

also help ensure compliance with the 

County Public Nuisance Ordinance. 

Why Participate in 
the Abandoned 
Auto Program? 

Clay County Environmental 
Programs 
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Th i s  p rog ram  i s  de s ig ned  t o  

he lp  res iden t s  and  landowner s  

i n  C lay  Coun ty  remove  aban -

doned  veh i c le s ,  s ome sma l l  

fa rm  mach ine ry ,  and  po s s ib ly  

o ther  s c rap  meta l  f rom  the i r  

p rope r t y  a t  no  co s t  t o  t hem .  

Du r i ng  t h e  p rog ram ’s  f i r s t  t en  

sea son s  a lmo s t  a l l  o f  t he  app l i -

ca t ion s  t ha t  we re  rece ived  

were  deemed fea s ib le  and  

comp le ted  du r ing  t he  summer s  

of  ‘02 —‘11 .   The  respon se s  

t ha t  were  no t  a ccep ted  t o  t h i s  

p rogram invo lved  fa rm  mach in -

ery  t ha t  was  too  b ig  t o  hau l  

and sc rap  p i le s  t ha t  d idn ’ t  f i t  

t he  gu ide l i n es  o f  t he  p rog ram.  

Ove r  100  abandoned  veh i c l e s   

have  been  co l l ec t ed  th rough  

t h i s  p rog ram  and  ove r  150  co l -

le c t ion s  o f  s c rap  meta l  and  

mach ine ry .  Th i s  a l l  add s  up  to  

more  t han  60  ton s  o f  s c rap  co l -

le c t ed  th rough  t he  p rogram .  

The  gu ide l i ne s  o f  t h i s  p rog ram 

have  been  de s igned  and  

agreed  upon  be tween  C lay  

Coun ty  and  the  con t ra c t ed  

sc rap  meta l  p roce sso r s .    

Clay County Abandoned Auto Program 

Guidelines for this Program 

Each car & truck submitted to this program will be 

accepted, provided the guidelines below are met: 

Vehicle (s) must be accessible without tree/
brush removal or any other structural or vege-
tative alterations needed to be done by the 
scrap metal processor upon pick up. 

Vehicle (s) must not be buried/sunken into the 
soil as to require excavation work by scrap 
metal processor upon pick up. 

No more than four tires per vehicle (in or on) 
will be accepted.   

Vehicle does not exceed 18’ in length, 10’ in 
height or 8’ in width. 

Vehicles must not contain any materials unre-
lated to that vehicle. 

Vehicle (s) must be resting on property within 
borders of Clay County.   

Farm Machinery 

Some small farm machinery may be accepted to 
this program provided the guidelines above are 
met.  The contracted scrap metal processor may 
decline pick up based on feasibility issues even if 
the machinery fits the guidelines above.  

Other Scrap Metal 

Some other scrap metal may be eligible for this 
program through a few different scenarios: 

Upon approval of the scrap metal processor, 
scrap metal may be hauled (by resident) and 
dropped off at the scrap yard at no cost. 

Some various scrap metals may be eligible 
for pick up if the scrap metal processor is 
already traveling to that site to pick up a 
vehicle and deems it feasible to accept the 
additional scrap. 

Getting Started 

Fill out the information below and send to: 

Clay County Environmental Programs 

Shannon Thompson 

807 11th St N 

Moorhead MN 56561-0280 

Please Print 

Name_________________________________ 

Phone: (H)______________  (W)____________  

Address: _______________________________ 

City: ___________________  Zip: __________ 

Township:___________ Section:_____ 1/4____ 

__ Yes, I would like to participate in the Clay 

County  Abandoned Auto Program.  By my signa-

ture at the bottom, I declare that I am a resident of 

Clay County and/or the property owner where the 

submitted vehicle (s)/scrap metal resides.  Further-

more, the vehicle (s)/scrap metal that I am submit-

ting has not been accumulated by a non-farm 

commercial business (current or former).  Also, I 

understand that I will be signing a separate release 

form relevant to the removal of vehicle (s)/scrap 

metal from my property and understand that my 

scrap metal must meet the guidelines set forth and 

be deemed a feasible task to complete. 

If you have any questions contact: 

Shannon Thompson 

218 299-7329 

Shannon.thompson@co.clay.mn.us 


